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Completed: October 2019
Size: 40,000 m²

Perfectly positioned in the heart of Melrose 
Arch Precinct, One on Whiteley is the latest 
residential development in one of South Afri-
ca’s most exclusive mixed-use precincts. One 
on Whiteley’s superior address ensures that 
discerning residents enjoy all the premium fea-
tures this precinct has to offer. From vibrant 
urban design and cosmopolitan culture to chic 
shopping, gourmet dining and much more. This 
site was developed by the Amdec Group, with 
Hotel architecture by Bentel Associates Inter-
national and architecture of the apartments 
conceived by Osmond Lange Architects & 
Planners. The landscape construction of Daniel 
Rebel Landscape Architect’s landscape design, 
recently won its landscape contractors Bidvest 
Top Turf, the coveted double gold award at the 
most recent SALI awards of Excellence 2020. 

T he brief from the Amdec Group to 
the architectural design team, was 
to design a mixed-use development 
comprising of a new 5-star Johannes-

burg Marriott Hotel & Executive Apartments and 
a multi-level apartment building above a luxury 
motor showroom. The design was to seamlessly 
integrate the building with the existing principles 
of New Urbanism already established in the Mel-
rose Arch precinct. New Urbanism has seen de-
velopments morphing into “smart cities” and this 
movement is taking developments such as this 
one -to the next level. 

Younger home owners and discerning cliental –
millennials in particular -are opting for the kind of 
inner-city lifestyle that developments like this one 
offer, choosing apartment living with a variety of 
mod cons and pedestrian access to everything 
they need within a relatively small area, over free-
standing homes in the suburbs. “For millennial 
buyers, and renters, less is more. Everything 
needs to be highly functional, practical, easy to 
use, and take up as little space in their lives as 
possible. Most importantly, however, safety is 
their top concern when purchasing or renting 
a property,” says Nicholas Stopforth, Managing 
Director of Amdec Property Developments, a 
subsidiary of the Amdec Group.

The Marriott Hotel, in tandem with a similar 
height One on Whiteley Apartment building, 
was designed to encompass a private, common 
landscaped courtyard at the heart of the two 
buildings so that both the apartment building and 
hotel guests and residents could utilise the green 
outdoor space. 
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Developer: Amdec Group

Architect (Hotel): 
Bentel Associates International

Architect (Apartments): 
Osmond Lange Architects & Planners

Lighting: 
Paul Pamboukian Lighting Design

Landscape Architects: 
Daniel Rebel Landscape Architects

Landscape Contractors: 
Bidvest Top Turf

MEET THE TEAM:

A retail component was also envisioned, to 
create a more human scale interaction with 
the public at street level and to expand on the 
existing retail component of the precinct. 

The One on Whiteley Apartment component 
of the building had a design concept that was 
led by two major influences: a central courtyard 
and the sweeping city views. Because the 
elevated first floor allows for a voluminous 
showroom on the ground floor, this further 
enhances the extensive views. Apartments of 
various sizes were envisaged to wrap the inner 
and outer façades. Off-shutter concrete and 
anthracite tinted glazing feature prominently 
in the aesthetic of the hotel, which frames the 
silhouette of the building at roof level, as well 
as a horizontal distinction between the public 
spaces below and the guestrooms above. 
Dramatic eight storey high shear concrete 
walls create visual bookends to the hotel, 
separating the Hotel from the Apartments. 
Glazed balustrades provide an unobstructed 
connection between inside and outside. The 
façade plays with colour and relief in the vertical 
bands which dissect the horizontal axis.

Framing the external envelope of the build-
ing, as well as creating visual separation be-
tween vertical zones, extensive use is made of 
off-shutter concrete using the highest possible 
tolerance – ‘Special Off-Form’ to create an ex-
tremely smooth surface finish which required 
no additional sealant. Shuttering to both ver-
tical and horizontal planes was very carefully 
considered and designed in conjunction with 
the formwork fabricator to achieve concrete 
seams as flush as possible, circular ferrule holes 
with clean edges, and visually appealing shutter 
patterns.
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Stone pavers & bollards
WilsonStone – 011 615 6212

Artevia concrete
Lafarge – 011 657 0000

Cobbles
SmartStone – 011 310 1161

Reflection pond
Waterscapes – 011 440 7943

Steel screens and sloping benches
Truestyle – 011 768 1305

Nurseries
Tshala Plant Brokers – 071 683 1177
Just Trees – 021 871 1595
Evergreen Turf – 011 948 7913

SUPPLIERS:

As with most mixed- use developments which 
have suspended outdoor podium space, the 
first-floor structure was particularly complex. In 
this case an overall envelope depth of 1.5m was 
required to cater for pools, planters and other 
hard landscaping in the courtyard area.

The Landscape Architecture 
A sculptural steel screen wall with detailed cut 
outs and pergolas, divides the central courtyard. 

 Creepers have been utilised to soften the view 
and visually screen off the courtyards. Each of 
the courtyards has a swimming pool accompa-
nied by bamboo decking. The residential court-
yard was developed on two levels. The upper 
level adjacent to the ground floor apartments 
was provided with bamboo decking and a de-
tailed planting mix. One of the most interesting 
and enchanting elements of this design is the 
seating bench with reflection pond, set within 
a sculptural earth mound. This space not only 
serves as a tranquil gathering spot for the res-
idents, but also as a focal feature to the devel-
opment. All seasons evergreen lawn provides a 
lush finish, which is complemented by the di-
verse planting mix adjacent to the apartments. 
Quercus palustris trees define the central gath-
ering space.

Rustenburg granite was used for the finish of 
the seating wall in the hotel courtyard, which 
was provided along the southern edge of the 
deck area alongside an indigenous planting mix 
which softens the edge to the hotel. All seasons 
evergreen lawn was provided to the north-
ern part of the courtyard along with stepping 
blocks.

Here is what the SALI Judges panel had to say 
about this project. Winner of a Double Gold 
award at the 2020 SALI Awards of Excellence, 
for the apartment courtyard.

“The space transforms in such a way that one can 
forget that you are right next to a high-end shop-
ping centre. This is a sophisticated development 
with appropriately designed landscape to soft-
en it. Strong geometric embankments are nicely 
greened. Installation was not easy, as 800 x 1m3 
of soil had to be supplied and installed to create 
the garden. Choice of plant material is great and 
will help to enlarge the feeling of space and pri-
vacy with the boundaries disappearing. A garden 
that would show the seasons, while still having 
the structure required to ensure a garden integ-
rity. High detailed benches and a 0-level floating 
water feature is the focus of the garden that are 

surrounded by trees that provide the scale re-
quired to ensure the various elements fit into pro-
portion. Season colour with perennials that will 
flower and create a further interesses in the 
landscape, is another exciting element." 


